
December 16, 2025

The Honorable Kristi Noem
Secretary of Homeland Security
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
3801 Nebraska Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20528

Todd M. Lyons
Acting Director
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
500 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20536

Dear Secretary Noem and Acting Director Lyons,

We write to request a full and detailed description of any plans to open or expand Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention facilities in Oregon. Recent public job postings in the Portland and 
Newport areas suggest that planning is well underway to contract for a new or expanded detention facility, but 
no formal notice has been provided to local or state leaders, or to Oregon’s congressional delegation. We 
strongly and unequivocally reject the need for any new detention capacity and urge you to honor the public’s 
right to be informed and review your plans before any contracts are signed or facilities are opened. Oregonians 
deserve far better from the Trump administration than this shabby track record of absolute secrecy and total 
disdain for their communities’ viewpoints.

ICE has been increasingly using dragnet practices to detain groups of people with little attention to 
citizenship or criminal history. Despite near constant claims and reassurances that ICE is pursuing dangerous 
criminal noncitizens, a recent review of immigration detentions in Oregon from January through October 2025 
shows that less than 10 percent of those arrested had been convicted of a violent crime. In Oregon and 
nationally, the vast majority of people arrested have never been convicted of any crime whatsoever. In addition 
to not prioritizing public threats, ICE has been detaining U.S. citizens in record numbers. One recent report 
found more than 170 detentions of U.S. citizens in the first nine months of 2025.

The information we require is critical to support Congress’s responsibility to protect detainees’ bedrock 
human and legal rights. As witnessed in the disastrous setup of Florida’s Alligator Alcatraz in the Everglades, 
hastily assembled detention centers invite horrific abuse and fail to effectively support efforts to detain 
dangerous criminals who pose a genuine threat to community safety. One recent report from Amnesty 
International found that people detained in Alligator Alcatraz are living in inhumane and unsanitary conditions. 
These conditions include overflowing toilets, limited access to showers, exposure to insects without protection, 
lights on 24-hours-a-day, and lack of privacy – including cameras above the toilets. This record of abuse 
demands deep skepticism and scrutiny of any plan to open detention facilities in Oregon.

Another significant concern requiring your attention is access to counsel. Oregonians in ICE detention 
are often moved from one location to another in a manner that effectively denies timely access to legal counsel. 
Recent legal filings from Oregon nonprofits show that current detention sites in Oregon do not have sufficient 
space for lawyers to physically meet with their clients. Denying due process to detained individuals in this 



fashion is a moral stain that demands immediate action, and must not be replicated in any new detention site 
under consideration.

We reiterate our steadfast opposition to any new or expanded ICE detention facilities in Oregon. Please 
submit a written response detailing any plans to open or expand Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
detention facilities in Oregon as soon as possible, and not later than Friday December 19, 2025.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator

Ron Wyden
United States Senator

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress
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